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shares, at a thousand crowns each, this would be
unjust; since they have been purchased at fourteen
hundred, on the faith of a contract of which
seven years are unexpired. If he should pay
interest for them, at the rate of eight per cent,
till the year 1793, he must then himself become
a loser. Would it not have been better not to
have made any change till the contract should
expire of itself, or till he had found a proper
substitute ? The effects which are the representa-
tives of the capital, consist in utensils, warehouses,
houses, carriages, &c. &c. These cannot all be
sold without loss, which must likewise fall on the
King. The monopoly was burdened with pensions,
bestowed on persons by whom they had been
merited; or, if you please, obtained for that very
affair which paid those pensions.1 They must
hereafter be discharged by some other fund, &c.

Heaven forbid I  should pretend such difficul-
ties ought not to  be surmounted !    Improvement

i The author is here, as in many other places, ob-
scure. The meaning most probably is that they were
pensions granted in return for the sums that were risked
at the establishment of the monopoly.and the
